Captain Villaiane and crew,
Detachment 14, 67 ARRS.
Captain Villafane and his HH-3
crew were flying a medical
evacuation mission to remove a
severely injured U.S. Navy craw-
man from a submarine on patrol
in the North Atlantic, Duz to
high seas, the hslicopter had to
mangauver for a pick-up from the
sailplane of the moving sub-
marine. This difficult maneuver
requires the pilot to depend
entirely on verbal commands
from the flight engineer to kes
the helicopter properly posi-
tioned during the hover.

As the helicopter hovered over
the submarine, Senior Master
Sergeant Bourcier, the flight
engineer, lowered the
pararescueman, Staff Sergsant
Kelly, to the sailplane of the
rolling submarine. After a quick
medical evaluation, Sergeant
Kelly secured the patient and
himself to the pensirator. The
two were then hoisted towards
the helicoptar, but ress only 20
teet when the hoist quit. As
Gaptain Villafane maintained a
constant hover, the flignht
engineer and the sscond
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pararescueman, Sergeant
Lukans, attempted to free the
haist cable. After trouble-
shooting, the helicopter's
altitude was increased and the
cable was lowered approxi-
mataly 50 fest in an attempt to
iree th2 jam, but to no avail—the
hoist froze and could noat be
movead.

The two men on the pene-
trator now swung perilously
bslow the helicopter. Because
they were over 50 miles from
shore, Captain Villafane decided
to return the two men to the
dzck of the submarine. Working
from a 120-foot hover and
guidad by Sergeant Bourcier's
directions, he was able 1o skill-
fully lower the two men to the
deck  below. With the
pararescueman and the injured
seaman safely onboard the
waiting submarine, the heli-
copter's crew retrieved the pene-
trator and cable by hand.

The superb skill and out-
standing crew coordination
demonstrated by Captain Villa-
fane and his crew during this
extremely hazardous situation
not only prevented damage to
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valuable Air Force equipment,
but prevented injury to the two
men stranded on the penstrator.
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